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BATTALION CHIEF KING: Today's date is 
December 6, 2001. The time is 1715 hours and this is 
Battalion Chief Stephen King, Safety Battalion, FDNY. 
I'm conducting an interview with Firefighter Stuart 
Bailey from Engine Co. 224, and this interview is 
concerning the events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Stuart, you can start the interview. Just 
tell me what position you had that day. 

A. I actually didn't have a position that day. 
I was one of the guys that took the run-in being off 
duty. 

Q. Okay. Tell us your story of what you saw 
that day. 

A. I worked that night in Ladder 101, the night 
before, and got relieved there around 8:20, came here, 
got in the house around 8:30. We responded shortly 
after that on the first plane, took the run-in, jumped 
on a rig with another kid, Joe Sullivan, a proby. We 
both took the run-in, both were off duty. 

We got to the staging area by the Battery 
Tunnel. Before we were going into the tunnel, we were 
pretty much just watching it, just watching the first 
plane. I believe the second plane hit as we were going 


into the tunnel, or possibly as we were going to the 


S. BAILEY 


staging area, the second plane wound up hitting. 

At that time we realized -- the kid in the 
back, the proby, said it was a terrorist attack. No 
one even realized what actually was going on. We just 
thought this plane accidentally hit, until that second 
plane hit, then we realized what was actually 
happening. 

Maybe ten minutes after being at the staging 
area, they started moving the rigs into the tunnel. As 
we were going into the tunnel, one of the kids that was 
actually walking with his gear -- I can't even recall 
his name, but there's a big article. The guys know his 
name -- actually asked Tommy Smith, who was the 
chauffeur, if he could jump on the back of the rig. I 
didn't even realize that he jumped on, neither did 
Tommy or anyone else, until maybe later on, then we 
realized the kid actually did jump on the rig. I 
believe he was lost. He was missing. 

When we pulled out of the tunnel, the way I 
saw it, they couldn't keep us really right there by the 
tunnel. We had to proceed past the building because of 
all the rigs that were behind us. I guess it would 
have delayed them from getting in. We would have been 


backing up the tunnel pretty much. So they kind of had 


S. BAILEY 


everything blocked off and we kind of swerved around 
debris from the plane, body parts pretty much 
everywhere. That's the first time I've ever seen 
anything like that. I'm sure no one did. 

Then I believe we went to get a hydrant. We 
had a pretty close hydrant to the Trade Center itself, 
pretty much almost right out in front, and a Lieutenant 
started screaming at Tommy Smith that he wanted the rig 
moved. He wanted to stand out front, I guess, to relay 
water or to help out with that, getting water over 
there. So that guy actually moved Tommy from pretty 
much in front of the Trade Center to a little bit 
further where we wound up being on Vesey and West 
Street, over there. 

At that time both buildings were going, both 
planes had already hit the building, and we were just 
standing there. I looked up, realized the 
transmission, our transmission, from riding over the 
rubble that was on the ground, the remains of the 
plane, ruptured our transmission tank, so transmission 
fluid was leaking. Tommy noticed that. So we kind of 
spent an extra five minutes or so kind of trying to 
plug that in. I guess the guys rendered it useless at 


that time, it would have been useless if we didn't do 
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that, you know, just another story out there of how you 
get saved. But the guys got off their gear. 

Guys all had their gear. I didn't have any 
gear on me. I didn't realize. I was just going in for 
the ride. I thought it was just a regular fire, a 
little bit bigger than regular. But as we're standing 
there, the guys had all their tanks on. I didn't have 
anything. Tommy didn't have anything. So we were kind 
of like maybe even a step back from everyone else, 
realizing what's happening, jumpers. You didn't 
realize, until you actually looked and saw arms and 
legs waving, exactly what was happening, you know, one 
after another. There must have been three or four 
dozen that jumped out right there while we were 
standing there, just in amazement, exactly what 
actually was happening. 

Then all of a sudden, the further tower, the 
south tower, I think it is, the first one that went 
down, the south tower went down. We really didn't 
realize that it was actually the whole building going 
down. It looked like just maybe a side or something 
because you couldn't really see because the other one 
was in the way, and then you realized exactly what 


happened because, as you saw on the TV, all the smoke, 
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that pretty much came up ten stories high, 15 stories 
high, pretty much just came right at us. 

Asses and elbows, you know, we just started 
running every which way. I think I might have actually 
ran a little bit further than everyone else being I had 
no gear on me or anything like that. I couldn't take a 
knee and just let everything blow over me. So I was 
kind of out in the front. I might have even ran an 
extra block or two before I turned around and just 
realized there was nobody even with me. 

I would say it was 15, 20, 25 minutes before 
that cloud kind of dissipated even a little bit. I 
started working my way back slow, relaxing, just taking 
it easy, realizing what's happening. I would say about 
a half a block away from there, I came back with my 
company again, not even knowing what happened to them 
because they weren't even near me, the second one came 
down. I ran again. It might have even been another 
block I ran. 

At that time jets were coming over your head 
and you didn't know what was happening. Is that our 
guys? It didn't even dawn on me that it was our guys. 
It was just this happened here, big buildings are all 


around, they're still hitting us. 
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It must have been another half an hour until 
I kind of got on my feet and just was like, okay, let 
me start working my way back. At that time guys from 
other companies were kind of there also, so I wound up 
hooking up with some kids from different companies. A 
kid from 20 Truck was there, a Lieutenant from 34, 
Lieutenant Winkler was there. I hooked up with them 
and I actually wound up not even seeing my company 
until maybe 11:00 o'clock that night, you know, working 
without anything. I wound up getting gear later on. 
Maybe a couple hours later I was able to get gear on 
the side, no bunker coat, no helmet, just pants. 

I just pretty much worked through the whole 
night. I wound up finding out that they were actually 
alive from one of the guys from 202 that was actually 
on our side. Somehow or another I wound up being on 
the other side of the building. I wasn't even on the 
side where we were. I wound up being on the other 
side. I saw a kid from 202 and he showed me a way how 
to get to the other side to where 224 was. He let me 
know that the guys were okay. That was at 11:00 
o'clock at night maybe I hooked up with them. 

Then we went back to the house by bus like 


1:30 in the morning, you know, finally taking the bus 


S. BAILEY 


in. That's pretty much it. I went back to work the 
next day. 

BATTALION CHIEF KING: Okay. Thank you, 
Stuart. The time is 1723 hours and I'm concluding the 


interview with Firefighter Bailey. 


